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LGBTQ+ Oral Histories Study Guide 
THE LAVENDER EFFECT® ORAL HISTORIES PROJECT 
A Primary Source Guide for California Fair Education Act Curriculum 
 
Location Context: Southern California’s Historical LGBTQ+ Movements and Milestones 
This study guide serves as an educator’s tool for analyzing living histories in the classroom. 

 

OVERVIEW & PURPOSE 
Oral histories bridge the gap between text-heavy history books and diverse human experiences. 
By engaging with these living testimonies preserved by The Lavender Effect®, educators and 
students analyze primary sources structured under the rigorous historical storytelling guidelines 
of the Shoah Foundation. This guide is designed to help educators and students track key 
historical themes, evaluate civic courage, and fulfill the requirements of the California Fair 
Education Act by highlighting the societal contributions of LGBTQ+ individuals and allies. 
 

COLLECTION 1: PIONEERS OF PRIDE 
Curriculum Alignment: U.S. History, Civics, Social Studies 
Core Themes: Civil Rights Milestones, Legal Advocacy, Institutional Discrimination, 
Grassroots Mobilization 
 
Key Vocabulary & Concepts 
Primary Source: A firsthand account of a historical event or period, created at the time by 
someone who experienced it. 
Civil Disobedience: The active, professed refusal of a citizen to obey certain laws, demands, 
orders, or commands of a government. 
Systemic Oppression: The intentional disadvantaging of certain groups of people based on their 
identity while advantages are given to other groups. 
 

Active Listening Focus 
As you watch the Pioneers of Pride testimonies, identify and note: 
The Pre-Movement Era: What were the social, legal, and economic penalties for living openly 
as an LGBTQ+ individual before major civil rights legal protections? 
The Catalysts: What specific event(s) or turning point(s) drove the speaker to transition from a 
private citizen to an active advocate or pioneer? 
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COLLECTION 2: YOUNG CITY AT WAR 
Curriculum Alignment: Modern History, Sociology, West Hollywood / Southern California 
History 
Core Themes: Municipal Identity, Grassroots Health Crisis and Response, Intersectional 
Solidarity, Youth Activism, Hospice 
 

Key Vocabulary & Concepts 
Mutual Aid: Voluntary, reciprocal exchange of resources and services among members of a 
community to address shared economic and social crises. 
Municipal Incorporation: The legal process of establishing a city with its own local 
government. (Context: The founding of West Hollywood in 1984 as a haven for renters, seniors, 
and the LGBTQ+ community). 
Stigma: A mark of disgrace associated with a particular circumstance and/or disease. 
 

Active Listening Focus 
As you watch the Young City at War testimonies, identify and note: 
Geographic Anchors: Pay attention to mentions of local streets, buildings, or organizations. 
How did local geography influence safety and community building? 
Crisis Response: How did young activists and local community leaders organize to combat 
public health crises (such as the HIV/AIDS epidemic) when broader government institutions 
were slow to react? 
 
 

	
	
COLLECTION 3: BEYOND THE BINARY 
Curriculum Alignment: Gender Studies, English Language Arts (ELA), Health Education 
Core Themes: Narrative Structure, Evolution of Language, Identity Affirmation, Self-Advocacy 
 

Key Vocabulary & Concepts 
Gender Binary: A social system that classifies gender strictly into two distinct, opposite forms: 
masculine and feminine. 
Self-Determination: The process by which a person controls their own life, choices, and identity 
independent of sexuality or societal expectations. 
Language Evolution: The continuous change and refinement of terminology over time to more 
accurately describe the human experiences. 
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Active Listening Focus 
As you watch the Beyond the Binary testimonies, identify and note: 
The Burden of Erasure: In what ways did the speakers navigate a society that completely 
lacked the linguistic terms or legal categories to recognize their authentic existence? 
The Power of Names: Note how the speakers describe the emotional or psychological impact of 
finding, claiming, or generating terms that correctly reflect who they are. 

 
PRIMARY SOURCE ANALYSIS 
Use this framework to analyze any interview from the OHP archive. 
 

Analysis Lens Student Reflection Prompts 

1. The Witness Who is giving the testimony? What was their social standing, age, or background 
during the events they describe? 

2. The Tone Notice the speaker's long pauses, shifts in vocal volume, or facial expressions. 
What do these non-verbal cues reveal about the memory being shared? 

3. The Micro vs. Macro How does this individual’s personal story back up, complicate, or directly 
contradict the official timeline taught in standard textbooks? 

4. The "So What?" Why is it critical that this specific perspective was recorded and preserved for 
future generations? 
  

COGNITIVE CHECK & DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
 
Synthesize: Across all three collections, what common character traits did the narrators exhibit 
when facing intense societal or legal adversity? 
Evaluate: How does listening to an oral history impact your empathy or understanding 
compared to reading a secondary source profile of the same historical era? 
Apply: Based on the local history discussed in these archives, what actions can citizens take 
today to ensure their local municipal governments protect vulnerable communities? 
 

 


