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Collection 1: Pioneers of Pride – Southern California’s Living Histories 
and Contributions to the National LGBTQ+ Civil Rights Movement 

• Target Grade Level: 8th – 12th Grade 
• Subject Alignment: U.S. History, Social Studies, Civics, or ELA (Primary Source 

Analysis) 
• Estimated Time: 1 to 2 Class Periods (50–100 minutes) 

Learning Objectives 

By the end of this lesson, students will be able to: 

1. Analyze oral history as a vital primary source for understanding social movements. 
2. Identify key milestones and personal sacrifices made during the early LGBTQ+ civil 

rights movement. 
3. Connect personal testimonies from the Pioneers of Pride collection to broader historical 

themes of civil rights, activism, and civic engagement. 

Curriculum Standards Alignment 

• Complies with the California Fair Education Act by teaching the historical 
contributions of LGBTQ+ individuals. 

• Aligns with Common Core History/Social Studies standards regarding the analysis of 
primary source testimonies and integrating multiple sources of information. 

Step-by-Step Lesson Execution 

1. Hook & Introduction (10 Minutes) 

• Activity: Define "Oral History." Ask the class: “What is the difference between reading 
a textbook chapter about a historic event versus listening to someone who actually lived 
through it?” 

• Context: Briefly introduce The Lavender Effect’s Oral Histories Project. Explain that 
students will be listening to "living history" from the Pioneers of Pride collection, 
utilizing storytelling standards inspired by the Shoah Foundation. 

2. Guided Viewing & Active Listening (20–30 Minutes) 

• Action: Stream a selected interview clip or full testimony from the Pioneers of Pride 
Vimeo page. 

• Student Task: Provide a graphic organizer or notebook prompt. Instruct students to write 
down: 

o Who: The speaker and their background. 
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o What: The specific challenges, events, or victories they are describing. 
o Feelings: The emotions conveyed by the speaker (triumph, fear, hope, 

determination). 

3. Small Group or Whole-Class Discussion (15–20 Minutes) 

• Use the curated discussion questions below to guide student reflection. 

4. Closing & Reflection Exit Ticket (10 Minutes) 

• Prompt: “Pick one quote or moment from the testimony that stuck with you. Why do you 
think it is important for this specific person's story to be preserved in our national 
history?” 

Classroom Discussion Questions 

Keying into the Testimony (Factual & Analytical) 

• What specific historical events or social conditions did the speaker describe facing when 
they were younger? How do those conditions compare to our society today? 

• Oral histories capture not just facts, but human emotion. How did the speaker’s tone of 
voice, facial expressions, or pauses change our understanding of the events they 
described? 

Connecting to Broader History (Civic & Social) 

• The collection is titled Pioneers of Pride. In your own words, what does it mean to be a 
"pioneer" in a social movement? What risks did these individuals take to advocate for 
their community? 

• How do the stories in Pioneers of Pride connect to or expand upon other civil rights 
movements (such as the Women’s Rights or African American Civil Rights Movements) 
that we have studied in class? 

Empathy & Modern Application (Reflective) 

• The Lavender Effect believes that sharing diverse stories can reduce bullying and 
depression. How does hearing a deeply personal story change the way we empathize with 
people who have different identities or experiences than our own? 

• If you could ask the pioneer featured in this testimony one follow-up question about their 
life or advice for the future, what would it be? 
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Collection 2: Young City at War 

• Best Fit For: Modern History, Sociology, Political Science, or Southern California Local 
History. 

• Core Focus: Local community resilience, youth activism, and intersectional solidarity 
during historical crises (such as the HIV/AIDS epidemic or early local civil rights 
demonstrations). 

Learning Objectives Additions 

• Evaluate local history to understand how macro-historical events impact a specific 
municipal community. 

• Examine the role of youth and grassroots organizations in mobilizing mutual aid and 
political resistance during times of crisis. 

Lesson Adaptation: "History in Our Backyard" 

• The Hook: Project a vintage map or photos of Southern California/Los Angeles from the 
1970s–1990s. Remind students that history doesn’t just happen in textbooks or 
Washington D.C.—it happened on the very streets they walk on today. 

• The Media: Stream testimonies from Young City At War. Direct students to look for 
mentions of local landmarks, organizations, or neighborhood shifts. 

Classroom Discussion Questions 

• Local Impact: How did the speakers describe their immediate neighborhood or city 
changing during this historical period? In what ways did the local community have to 
step up when larger government institutions failed to help them? 

• The Power of Youth: The collection highlights a “Young City.” What unique 
perspectives or energies do young people bring to social movements and community 
crises? How does their activism differ from older generations? 

• Resilience Under Fire: How did individuals maintain a sense of joy, culture, and 
community solidarity even while living through a literal or systemic "war" zone? 
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Collection 3: Beyond the Binary 

• Best Fit For: Gender Studies, ELA (Literary & Narrative Analysis), Health Education, 
or Contemporary Social Studies. 

• Core Focus: The evolution of language, personal identity, gender expression, and the 
power of self-advocacy. 

Learning Objectives Additions 

• Deconstruct personal narrative structures to analyze how individuals articulate their 
own identities over time. 

• Analyze the intersection of historical language and modern concepts of gender identity 
and expression. 

Lesson Adaptation: "The Power of Personal Narrative" 

• The Hook: Discuss how vocabulary evolves. Write words on the board that have 
changed meaning over the last 50 years. Explain that language around identity—
specifically gender—has evolved to give people better tools to describe themselves. 

• The Media: Stream testimonies from Beyond the Binary. Instruct students to focus 
deeply on the specific words, metaphors, and turning points the speakers use to describe 
their journeys of self-discovery. 

Classroom Discussion Questions: 

• The Evolution of Language: What terms did the speakers use to describe themselves in 
the past versus the terms they use today? How does having the right vocabulary impact a 
person’s mental health and sense of belonging? 

• Navigating the Binary: What societal expectations or institutional barriers did the 
speakers face by living "beyond the binary"? How did they navigate or challenge those 
rigid structures in their everyday lives? 

• Storytelling as Advocacy: Why is it a political act to openly tell your own story when 
society tells you to stay hidden? How does listening to these specific testimonies 
challenge or expand your previous understanding of gender and identity? 
 

 


